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the time of cutting a workpiece is provided at a tip portion of the saw teeth.- 



REMARKS 



This paper is submitted in response to the Office Action dated Aug. 29, 2001, the first 
action in this application. In response thereto, the present application has been amended in a 
manner that is believed to place it into condition for allowance. Accordingly, reconsideration 
and withdrawal of the outstanding Office Action and issuance of a Notice of Allowance are 
respectfully requested. 

The Applicant acknowledges and appreciates the Examiner returning the initialized Form 
PTO-1449 indicating consideration of references submitted by the Applicant in an Information 
Disclosure Statement. 

Claims 1-5 are pending in the application. In the Office Action, the Examiner has 
rejected Claims 1-4 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first paragraph, for lack of a written description; 
rejected Claims 1-4 under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite; rejected 
Claims 1, 2 and 5 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by JP-04158997 (JP c 997); and 
rejected Claims 3 and 4 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over JP '997. Moreover, the 
Examiner has objected to the incorporation by reference in the specification of essential material 
(by reference to a foreign application, patent or publication) as being improper and requires 
correction by amending the disclosure to include the incorporated material. The Examiner has 
also objected to informalities in the disclosure as lacking units attached to some of the variables 
for specific dimensions in the specification and requires correction. Further, the Examiner has 
objected to variables in Claim 1 as lacking units and requires correction. 

The Examiner's objections have been overcome by amending the disclosure as follows: 
the incorporation by reference of foreign patent application PI 1-175943 has been deleted; units 
attached to some of the variables for specific dimensions have been added; and the English 
translation problems have been corrected, including correcting the four specific examples cited 
by the Examiner. 
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The rejections are respectfully traversed as follows. With regard to the Examiner's 
assertion that the JP '997 application anticipates Claims 1, 2 and 5, the Applicant has cancelled 
these claims without prejudice, thereby rendering the rejection moot. 

With regard to the assertion that Claims 3 and 4 would have been obvious in view of the 
JP '977 application, the Applicant respectfully submits that the invention as defined in amended 
Claim 3 and dependent Claim 4 would not have been obvious in light of the JP '977 application. 
Claim 3 has been amended to include the limitations of Claims 1 and 2. In the present invention, 
the dimension A is larger than the dimension of prior saw blades (see page 8, lines 18-19). Chips 
generated by the present saw blade curl more securely along the curved face 21 (page 8, lines 24- 
25). The curling diameter of the spring-shaped chips may be smaller than in prior designs (page 

9, lines 6-7). Also, the width of the saw blade is smaller than the width of prior saw blades (page 

10, lines 8-9). Further, the ejection characteristic of the chips is an improvement over prior 
designs (page 10, lines 14-15). As a result, chips generated by the disclosed saw blade can be 
curled more securely and the diameter of the curled chips can be smaller than in previous saw 
blade designs. 

In addition, the generated chips remain in the gullet 15, so the tendency of the generated 
chips to drop into the gap (see FIG. 3) between the side face of the saw blade and the inner face 
of the cutting groove G when the saw blade is running in the groove G, is low. When the saw 
blade is ejected from the groove G of the workpiece W, the generated chips fall from the gullet 
15 into a dust box previously located near the workpiece W. These specific advantages are not 
taught by the cited 4 977 application and, therefore, the subject matter of amended Claim 3 and 
dependent Claim 4 would not have been obvious. 

With regard to the assertion that five different saw blades are being claimed, the ranges of 
D and a have been listed in the alternative, as suggested by the Examiner, and a has been 
defined. Further, the term "arc-like curved face" has been amended to just "curved face" per the 
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Examiner's suggestion. 

As all grounds of objection and rejection have been addressed and overcome, entry of 
this Amendment and issuance of a Notice of Allowance of Claims 3 and 4, as now presented, are 
respectfully solicited. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the specification and 
claims by the current amendment. The attached page is captioned "Version with markings to 
show changes made." 

In the event there are any questions relating to this Amendment or to the application in 

general, it would be appreciated if the Examiner would telephone the undersigned attorney 

concerning such questions so that the prosecution of this application may be expedited. 

Please charge any shortage or credit any overpayment of fees to Deposit Account No. 23- 
21 85 (000004.00659). In the event that a petition for an extension of time is required to be 
submitted herewith and in the event that a separate petition does not accompany this response, 
Applicant hereby petitions under 37 CFR 1.136(a) for an extension of time for as many months 
as are required to render this submission timely. Any fee due is authorized above. 



Customer No. 002779 

BLANK ROME COMISKY & MCCAULEY LLP 

The Farragut Building 

900 - 17th Street, N.W., Ste. 1000 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Telephone: (202) 530-7421 

Facsimile: (202)463-6915 



Respectfully Submitted, 



Katsumi NAKAHARA 



By: &:7lC tCJ& 



Michael D. White 
Reg. No. 32,795 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

SAW BLADE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to saw blades such as circular saw blade, band saw blade 
and the like. More specifically, the invention relates to the a^saw blade in which the cutting force 
is further weakened so that a the life of a body section of the saw blade is improved. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART 

Conventionally, the saw blade generally has a structure which includes an unset tooth 
which is not set to a left-and-right direction viewed from a cutting direction of the saw blade, and 
left and right set teeth which are set to the right-and-left direction. In order to improve an ejection 
characteristic of chips generated at the time of cutting a workpiece and prevent a phenomenon 
that the saw blade is caught in a cutting groove of the workpiece, a^set the w idth should be 
generally set to be larger so that a gap between an inner face of the cutting groove and a body 
section side face of the saw blade becomes large when the cutting groove is worked on the 
workpiece. 

When a setting amount of the left and right set teeth is set to be large so that the set width 
becomes large as mentioned above, a burden to on the unset tooth and the left and right set teeth 
increases, and thick chips which are approximately equal wfth-to the thickness of the respective 
teeth are generated. As a result, the ejection characteristic of the chips is deteriorated. Moreover, 
the left and right set teeth have a tendency to be bent greatly to the right-and-left direction and to 
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be elastically deformed te-due to the_component of force in the right-and-left direction at the time 
of cutting. 

Therefore, a height difference is given to the dimensions of the plural saw teeth, and the 
set width of the set teeth with small height is set to be larger than the set width of the left and 
right set teeth with large height. As a result, a burden te on the respective saw teeth is reduced 
and the chips are finely divided. With such a structure, abrasion of the saw teeth is reduced, and 
the lif e of the saw blade and the cutting characteristic can be improved. 

However, when the set width is large, the bending of the set teeth to the right-and-left 
direction is large so that the set teeth are inclined greatly. When the chips S are generated 
continuously for a long time at the time of cutting the workpiece W, as schematically shown in 
Fig. 9, the chips have a tendency to flow to a direction which crosses the saw blade BS. As a 
result, the chips S easily enter a gap SL between the side face of the saw blade BS and an inner 
face of a cutting groove G and are easily caught, and the gap SL is easily clogged by the chips S. 
Therefore, there is a problem which should be improved further in the disposal of the chips. In 
this case, it is considered that a chip breaker is be formed at the points of the respective saw teeth 
so as to cut the chips generated at the time of cutting a workpiece into pieces. However, the cut 
chips remain in a gullet of the saw blade, and it is undesirable that the chips cut into pieces in the 
gullet are b^again cut by the saw teeth. 

Therefore, there are prior Prior examples (e.g., Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open 
Nos. 6-716 and 6-717) that disclose a curl forming section is formed at the points of the saw 
teeth so as to curl the chips into a small spring shape considering the ejection characteristic and 
disposal characteristic of the chips generated at the time of cutting a workpiece. 

In the prior saw blades, the set width of the saw blade is set to be large and the width of 
the cutting groove is set to be large so that the gap between the inner face of the cutting groove 
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and the side face of the saw blade becomes large and the gap is prevented from being clogged by 
the chips. 

Therefore, in the prior saw blades, as the set width of the saw blade is set to be larger, the 
bending of the set teeth is larger and their inclination becomes great. Moreover, an amount of the 
chips generated by cutting a workpiece is larger, and the whole cutting force becomes large so 
that a gr e at load is put large force is created due to the body section of the saw blade. Further, 
even if the chips are curled, the chips have a tendency to gradually come to a sideways direction 
of the set teeth, namely, a direction of the gap between the side face of the saw blade and the 
inner face of the cutting groove due to the great inclination of the set teeth. Further, the chips 
have a tendency to be cut short due to chatter vibration at the time of the cutting. Therefore, the 
problem of the clogging due to the chips still remains, and the chip disposal after the cutting of 
workpieces and improvement of the lif e of the body section of the saw blade becomes probl e ms . 
problematic . Further, in the case where an expensive material is used, for example, there arises a 
problem of the material yielding when a lot of chips are generated. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has been achieved in order to solve the above problems. It therefore 
is an object of the present invention to provide a saw blade in which a_cutting force is further 
weakened so that a thehfe of a body section of the saw blade is improved. 

To achieve the object, according to a first aspect of the present invention, there is 
provided a saw blade having an unset tooth and left and right set teeth which are set to a 
right-and-left direction, wherein when a thickness of a body section of the saw blade is D and a 
set width is T, a relationship that T = D + 2a is established; and wherein a relationship between 
the thickness D of the body section and the coefficient a is established in a manner such that 
when 0.85 mm < D < 0.95 mm, 0.15 mm < a < 0.35 mm is established; when 0.96 mm < D < 1.2. 
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mm , 0.2 mm < a < 0.-4 mm is established; when 1 .2 mm < D < 1 ,5 mm , 0.25 mm < a < 0.43 mm 
is established; when 1.5 mm < D < 1.7 mm, 0.3 mm < a < 0.5 mm is established; and when 1.7 
mm < D, 0.35 mm < a < 0.6 mm is established. 

A second aspect of the invention provides fee a_saw blade d e p e nding from the first a s pect 
in which a small-diameter curl forming section for small curling chips generated at the time & of 
cutting a workpiece is provided at a tip portion of saw teeth. 

A third aspect of the invention provides fee a_saw blade depending from the first or the 
s e cond asp e ct in which the small-diameter curl forming section has a plane rake face, which 
extends by a predetermined length from the point of the saw tooth to a direction of a gullet 
bottom section of the saw blade, and an arc-like curved face which is continuous to the rake face, 
in the case where a vertical line is drawn from a cross position between the curved face and a 
gullet forming curved face forming the gullet section towards a direction of the cutting by means 
of the saw teeth, a dimension from the vertical line to the point of the saw tooth is A, when a 
radius of the arc-like curved face is R, such that R/2 < A < 2R , where R and A are in millimeters . 

A fourth aspect of the invention provides fee asaw blade dep e nding from the first, second 
or third asp e ct, in which pitches of the saw teeth are unequal with each other. 

A fifth aspect of the invention provides a saw blade having an unset tooth and left and 
right set teeth which are set to a right-and-left direction; and a small-diameter curl forming 
section for small curing chips generated at the time of cutting a workpiece at points of saw teeth, 
that pitches of the saw teeth are unequal with each other, and the small-diameter curl forming 
section has a plane rake face, which extends by a predetermined length B from the point of the 
saw tooth to a direction of a gullet bottom section of the saw blade, and an arc-like curved face 
having a radius R which is continuous to the rake face, and in the case where a vertical line is 
drawn from a cross position between the curved face and a gullet forming curved face forming 
the gullet section towards a direction of the cutting by means of the saw teeth, a dimension from 
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the vertical line to the point of the saw tooth is A, a relationship that A < R/2; B < 2 mm and 0. 5 
mm < R < 3 mm is established. 

According to the present invention, since the set width of the saw blade is set to be 
smaller than the set width of the prior saw blades, the width of the cutting groove of a workpiece 
becomes narrow. Moreover, the yielding of the workpliece is improved and an amount of the 
chips generated by the cutting becomes small so that post-processing becomes easy. 

In addition, since the set width is set to be small, the whole cutting force becomes small, 
and the load which is put on the body section of the saw blade is reduced. As a result, the life of 
the body section can be improved, and a noise at the time of the cutting can be reduced, and the 
accuracy of the cut section can be improved. 

Further, since the small-diameter curl forming section having desirable shape is formed at 
the points of the saw teeth of the saw blade, the chips generated at the time of cutting a 
workpiece can be curled into a small-diameter spring form. As a result, the chips are prevented 
from being intertwined each other so that the ejecting characteristic can be improved. Therefore, 
although the set width of the saw blade is set to be small, the clogging due to the chips is 
prevented so that a workpiece can be cut. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE ACCOMPANYING DRAWINGS 

The above and further objects and novel features of the present invention will more fully 
appear from the following detailed description when the same is read in conjunction with the 
accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figs. 1 A, IB and 1C are explanatory diagrams of a saw blade and a saw teeth shape 
according to an embodiment of the present invention; 



U.S. Patent Appln. S.N. 09/597,159 
By: Katsumi NAKAHARA 



Attorney Docket No. : 0004.659 

Page 22 



Figs. 2A and 2B are graphs showing measured results of a cutting force when one kind of 
workpiece is cut by the saw blade according the embodiment of the present invention and by a 
saw blade with a prior set width under the same cutting condition; 

Fig. 3 is an explanatory diagram showing a state of chips when a workpiece is cut by the 
saw blade; 

Figs. 4A, 4B and 4C are explanatory diagrams showing the saw teeth shape; 
Fig. 5 is an explanatory diagram showing various modes of a rake angle of a 
small-diameter curl forming section formed on the saw teeth; 

Fig. 6 is an explanatory diagram sh owing the saw teeth shape; 

Fig. 7 is an explanatory diagram showing a band saw blade; 

Fig. 8 is an explanatory diagram showing a band saw blade; and 

Fig. 9 is an explanatory diagram showing chips when a workpiece is cut by a prior saw 



DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

There will be explained below an embodiment of the present invention with reference to 
the drawings. The explanation refers to the case of a band saw blade, but is applicable to a round 
saw blade or the like. 

With reference to Figs. 1 A, IB and IC, a saw blade 1 according to the embodiment of the 
present invention has an unset tooth 3, and left and right set teeth 5 and 7. The unset tooth 1 is 
not set to a right-and-left direction viewed from a cutting direction of the saw blade (a running 
direction of the band saw blade with respect to a workpiece, a tangential direction of the round 
saw blade). The set teeth 5 and 7 are set to the right-and-left direction. When a thickness of a 
body section 9 of the saw blade 1 is D and a total set width of both the left and right set teeth 5 



blade. 
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and 7 is T, a relationship is established according to an equation T = D + 2a. The coefficient a is 
a setting amount of the left and right set teeth 5 and 7 to the right-and-left direction. 

The coefficient a establishes the following relationship with respect to the various widths 
D of the body section 9 of the saw blade 1, and the set width of a prior general saw blade is set to 
be small. Namely, 

when 0.85 mm < D < 0.95 mm , 0.15 mm < a < 0.35 mm , and 0.15 mm < a < 0.3 mm is 
desirable in order to set the set width smaller. 

When 0.96 mm < D < 1 .2 mm, 0.2 mm < a < 0.4 mm , and 0.2 mm < a < 0.35 mm is 
desirable in order to set the set width smaller. 

When 1.2 mm < D < 1.5 mm , 0.25 mm < a < 0.43 mm , and 0.25 mm < a < 0.4 mm is 
desirable in order to set the set width smaller. 

When 1.5 mm < D < 1.7 mm , 0.3 mm < a < 0.5 mm , and 0.3 mm < a < 0.45 mm is 
desirable in order to set the set width smaller. 

When 1.7 mm < D, 0.35 mm < a < 0.6 mm , and 0.35 mm < a < 0.55 mm is desirable in 
order to set the set width smaller. 

The coefficient a is set within the experimentally desirable range. As the coefficient a is 
smaller, the whole cutting force becomes smaller, and a load, which is put on the body section 9 
of the saw blade 1 at the time of cutting a workpiece, is reduced. It is desirable for improvement 
of the life of the body section, but when the coefficient a becomes too small, an internal stress of 
the workpiece is released due to the cutting of the workpiece. As a result, a phenomenon that a 
width of the cutting groove becomes narrow due to the saw blade 1 occurs, and a phenomenon 
that the saw blade 1 is caught by the workpiece. For this reason, there is a limit in reducing the 
coefficient a. 

In addition, when the value of the coefficient a is set to be large, the set width becomes 
large similarly to the prior art, and the bending of the set teeth becomes large. The inclination 
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angle of the set teeth becomes large and the whole cutting force becomes large, and the load 
which is put on the body section 9 of the saw blade 1 becomes large. As a result, this is not 
desirable for the improvement of the life of the body section. 

Therefore, the coefficient a is set experimentally within the desirable range. 

In the saw blade 1 , respective pitches PI through P5 of the unset tooth 3 and the left and 
right set teeth 5 and 7 in a combination pattern where a plurality of saw teeth are combined are 
set to be unequal. Moreover, the small-diameter curl forming section 1 1 for slightly curling chips 
generated at the time of cutting a workpiece is provided to the points of the respective saw teeth 
3, 5 and 7. 

More specifically, the small-diameter curl forming section 1 1 has a plane rake face 19 
and a curved face 21. The rake face 19 extends by a predetermined length B from the point 13 of 
the saw tooth 3 (the saw teeth 5 and 7) to a direction of a bottom portion 17 of a gullet section 15 
of the saw blade 1 . The curved face 21 is provided along an arc of a radius R continuously to the 
rake face 19. A vertical line L is drawn from a cross position 25 between the arc-like curved face 
21 and a gullet forming curved face 23 forming the gullet section 15 to a direction of the cutting 
by means of the saw tooth 3 (the running direction of the band saw blade, the tangential direction 
of the round saw blade). When a dimension from the vertical line L to the point 13 of the saw 
tooth 3 is A, a relationship that R/2 < A < 2R is established. The dimension A is set to be larger 
than the dimension of the prior example. 

When the dimension A of the small-diameter curl forming section 1 1 is set to be large in 
such a manner, chips which are generated at the time of cutting a workpiece move along the rake 
face 19 so as to reach the arc-like curved face 21. At this time, the chips can be curled more 
securely along the curved face 21. When the dimension A becomes too small, restricting time of 
the chips by means of the arc-like curved face 21 (restricting distance) is short, and the curling 
diameter of the chips becomes larger, that is not desirable. However, the pitches of the respective 
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teeth in the saw teeth combined pattern are set to be unequal so that the curling diameter can be 
the same as that in the prior example. 

Namely, relationships that A < R/2, B < 2 mm, 0.5 mm < R < 3 mm can be established. 
Even in the case where the dimension of the small-diameter curl forming section 1 1 is set to be 
the same as that of the prior example, since the pitches of the respective teeth are unequal, it is 
restrained that the chips are cut into pieces, and the chips are curled satisfactorily. As a result, the 
set width can be narrower than the set width of the prior saw blade. 

When the dimension A of the small-diameter curl forming section 1 1 of the saw tooth 3 is 
set to be large as mentioned above, the curling diameter of the chips wound like a spring can be 
small. This is desirable for further reducing the set width T. A flank 27 of the saw tooth 3 or the 
like is formed into a suitable shape. 

In the above structure, a workpiece (material: SCM 440 and its diameter is 250 <))) is cut 
by the saw blade with normal set width, in which the thickness D of the body section in the saw 
blade and the pitches P of the saw teeth and the saw teeth shape are the same as above ones and 
the coefficient a is 0.42 mm, and by the saw blade with narrow set width, in which a is 0.25 mm, 
under the same condition. As shown in Figs. 2A and 2B, the cutting forces, i.e., a cutting force 
and a thrust force are greatly different between both the cases that the workpiece is cut by the saw 
blade with normal set width and by the saw blade with narrow set width. 

At this time, when the state s that th e chip s ar e generate are obs e rv e d, as As shown in Fig. 
3, the chips S being generated are curled into a small-diameter coil or spring shape at the 
small-diameter curl forming section 1 1 and are positioned in the gullet 15 of the saw blade 1. An 
amount of the chips that enter the gaps SL between the side face of the saw blade 1 and the inner 
face of the cutting groove G is slight so that the gaps SL are not clogged. Namely, since the set 
width of the left and right set teeth 5 and 7 is small and the bending to the right-and-left direction 
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is small, the inclination angle of the set teeth is small. For this reason, a tendency of the 
generated chips to flow sideways is low, and the chips are curled so as to remain in the gullet 15. 

In addition, since the pitches P of the saw teeth are unequal, chatter vibration of the saw 
blade 1 is prevented so that the cutting of the chips into pieces due to the chatter vibration is 
prevented and the chips are continuous chips. The chips are curled satisfactorily at the 
small-diameter curl forming section so as to have small diameter, and thus clogging does not 
occur. Further, since the cutting force is small, a nose at the time of the cutting is reduced, and 
accuracy of the cut section is improved. 

Namely, according to the embodiment of the present invention, since the set width of the 
saw blade is set to be smaller than the set width of the prior saw blade, the cutting force can be 
small, and the load which is put on the body section of the saw blade is reduced so that the life of 
the body section can be improved. Moreover, the curling diameter of the chips into spring shape 
or the like generated at the time of cutting a workpiece can be small, and the ejection 
characteristic of the chips can be improved. Furthermore, since the set width of the saw blade can 
be narrow, an amount of chips of an expensive material can be small, and the yielding can be 
improved. 

As for the shape of the small-diameter curl forming section 1 1 of the saw tooth 3 or the 
like, as mentioned above, the structure having the rake face 19 and the arc-like curved face 21 is 
desirable. However, as shown by an imaginary line 21 A in Fig. 4A for example, the arc- like 
curved face 21 can be formed on a suitable inclined face. In this case, the curling diameter of the 
chips are different according to the inclination angle of the inclined face 21 A, and the chips are 
occasionally folded. As a result, this inclined face is not very desirable. 

Further, as shown in Figs. 4B and 4C, a plurality of inclined faces 21B and 21C are 
provided along the arc-like curved face 21 so that a polygonal concave face can be formed. In 
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this case, since the shapes are along the arc-like curved face 21 to some degree, these shapes are 
more desirable than a simple inclined face. 

In addition, as schematically shown in Fig. 5, the rake angles of the rake faces 19 of the 
small-diameter curl forming sections 1 1 of the respective saw teeth 3 or the like are 01, 02, ... 
05. The rake angles 01, 02, ... 05 are set to be equal with each other, or different from each 
other, or a suitable number of the rake angles 01, 02, ... 05 are equal with each other. In such a 
manner, it is desirable that the rake angles 01, 02, ... 05 are set suitably according to the height 
dimensions and the pitches of the saw teeth or correspondingly to the unset tooth or left and right 
set teeth. 

For example, in order to improve a cutting characteristic for a workpiece, the rake angle 0 
of the saw tooth with high height of the saw blade is set to be large and the points 13 of the saw 
teeth have more acute angles. Moreover, in the case of saw teeth with large pitches, the cutting 
load becomes large. For this reason, the rake angles 0 is set to be smaller and the angles of the 
points 13 of the saw teeth are made to be larger so that the wear and abrasion resistance is 
improved. In such a manner, it is desirable to set the rake angles 0 to desirable angles according 
to the function and load of the respective saw teeth. 

Further, as for the shape of the saw teeth 3 or the like, as shown in Fig. 6, a very small 
projection 29 may be provided onto the flank 27 of the saw tooth 3. In this case, the very small 
projection 29 is formed so as to be lower by a dimension H from the point 13 of the saw tooth 3. 
Therefore, in the case where chipping of tooth occurs at the point 13 for example, the very fine 
projection 29 comes in contact with the workpiece W so as to limit deep cutting of the saw teeth 
3 or the like due to the workpiece. As a result, abrupt increase of the load due to the chipping of 
tooth or the like is limited. 

As understood, the small-diameter curl forming section 1 1 can be formed at the points of 
the saw tooth 3 or the like regardless of the shapes of the saw tooth or the like. For this reason, 
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the small-diameter curl forming section 1 1 is formed on the respective saw teeth of the prior saw 
blades so that the chips generated at the time of cutting a workpiece can be curled into a 
small-diameter spring form. Moreover, the set width can be smaller. 

Further, the band saw blade BS can have a sine curve shape as shown in Fig. 7, or can be 
constituted so that a concave section 31 and a convex section 33 having suitable length are 
provided alternatively to a rear face with suitable intervals as shown in Fig. 8. 

With such structures, the workpiece is gradually cut by the saw teeth so that the cutting 
characteristic for the workpiece having work hardening characteristic is improved. 

Moreover, a length of the chips generated at the time of cutting the workpiece is cut 
periodically so that excessive lengthening of the chips is regulated. Therefore, an outer diameter 
of curls of the chips formed at the small-diameter curl forming section 1 1 formed on the saw 
teeth can be prevented from becoming large excessively. 

In the saw blade, in the structure having a plurality of saw teeth with different tooth 
heights, the set width of the saw teeth with small height is set to be larger than the set width of 
the saw teeth with large height similarly to the prior saw blade. Further, the set width T of the 
saw teeth with small height is set so that the equation (T = D + 2a) is satisfied. Therefore, the 
maximum set width of the saw blade is set so as to smaller than the maximum set width of the 
prior general saw blade. 

The entir e contents of Japanese Patent Application PI 1 - 1 75913 (filed June 22, 1999) are 
incorporated herein by reference. 

Although the invention has been described above by reference to certain embodiments of 
the invention, the invention is not limited to the embodiments described above. Modifications 
and variations of the embodiments descried above will occur to those skilled in the art, in light of 
the above teachings. The scope of the invention is defined with reference to the following claims. 
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3. (Amended) A saw blade, comprising: 
an unset tooth; 
a left set tooth; 
a right set tooth; 

wherein the left set tooth and the right set tooth are set to a right-and-left 
direction; 

wherein when a thickness of a body section of the saw blade is D, and a set width 
is T, and where a is a setting coefficient, a relationship that T = D + 2a is established; 

wherein a relationship between the thickness D of the body section and the 
coefficient a is established in a manner such that 

when 0.85 mm < D < 0.95 mm, 0.15 mm < a < 0.35 mm is established; 
when 0.96 mm < D < 1 .2 mm, 0.2 mm < a < 0.4 mm is established; 
when 1 .2 mm < D < 1.5 mm, 0.25 mm < a < 0.43 mm is established; 
when 1 .5 mm < D < 1 .7 mm, 0.3 mm < a < 0.5 mm is established; or 
when 1 .7 mm < D, 0.35 mm < a < 0.6 mm is established; 
wherein the small-diameter curl forming section has a plane rake face, which 
extends by a predetermined length from the point of the saw tooth to a direction of a 
gullet bottom section of the saw blade, and an arc - lik e curved face which is continuous to 
the rake face; and 

wherein in the case where a vertical line is drawn from a cross position between 
the curved face and a gullet forming curved face forming the gullet section towards a 
direction of the cutting by means of the saw teeth, when a dimension from the vertical 
line to the point of the saw tooth is A and when a radius of the curved face is R, a 
relationship that R/2 < A < 2R is established; and 
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wherein a small-diameter curl forming section for small curling chips generated at 
the time of cutting a workpiece is provided at a tip portion of the saw teeth . 



